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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Milestone No. 4(5) marks Mason and Dixon's fourth mile west of the
initial stone at the northeast corner of Maryland on their West Line. Of
24 monuments and sites now marking the Cecll/Chester and Lancaster county
boundary, it is an original milestone set in 1766 at an original site

preliminarily surveyed in 1765.

The area here is rural, folling farmland, with/?ew small settlements, mostly
scattered along the main roads, interspersed with deciduous woodlands. As
with Milestone Nos. 1(2), 2(3), and 3(4): the south side of the boundary
is part of the large 5,377+91 acre Maryland Fair Hill Natural Resource
Management area. The site is located about l.4 miles north-northeast of the
settlement of Fair Hill, Maryland; about 0;6 mile southeast of the settlement
of Lewisville, Pennsylvania; about 1600' off the south side of Lewisville Road
at the south edge of a large cultivated field bordered by a farm service lane.
It cannot be seen from any public road, but easily from nearby along the lan@>
and is dubiously protected from farm machinery.

‘The monument, reset more securely in 1902 during the course of the
1900~03 Resurvey of the Maryland-?ennsylvania boundary, presently stands
about 1}%' above ground and with part of the concrete collar foundation now
exposad; As with all other original Mason and Dixon milestones: it is
a squared oolitic limestone post with a low pyramidal top. All four sides
now measure about 11" wide; the letter P on the north (Pennsylvania)side,
M on the south (Maryland) side and all other embellishments are extremely
weathered and pitted, with large chips at the top corners and all edges,
with top planes no longer discernible and with several large pits. It is

firmly in place, however; in fair condition, and very neglected.

(see Thematic Group NR nomination form for description of original milestdnes
and 1900-03 Resurvey method of resetting)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Milestone No. 4(5) is significant primarily as one of 111 original Mason

and Dixon milestones still standing along their West Line, the boundary

commonly known as the Mason-Dixon Line since Civil War times and notable for

its historical impact and innovative survey methods.

The site, preliminarily

surveyed in 1765, was monumented the following year, where it remains to this

day, although reset more securely in 1902 during the course of the 1500-03

Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary.,

Individually, and as one of

17 original milestones within the present Cecil/Chester and Lancaster county

7" boundary, No. 4(5) is also significant locally as one of a diminishing

number of objects and structures with an identifiable relationship to our

colonial and €ivil War heritage.

HISTORY AND SUPPORT (see Thematic Group NR nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE Maryland ° county  Ceeil
STATE  pPennsylvania COUNTY  Chester
[E1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME/TITLE  Aljce Martin (volunteer, Mason-Dixon Line boundary marker surveyor)

QORGANIZATION

DATE
Maryland Historical Trust/Maryland Geological Survey 3/16/80 (site surveyed)

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

14308 Mount Avenue 301/472-2128
CiTY OR TOWN . . STATE
Phoenix Maryland 21131

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created

by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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